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1 . REQUEST MISSION TO PASS TO UWE KRACHT OF WFC SECRETARIAT 
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ESTHER PETERSON, WHITE HOUSE 
SPECIAL ADVISER ON CONSOMER AFFAIRS: 

THIS IS A FOLLOWUP TO OUR MEETING ON MARCH 7 IN WHICH 
WE DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NUTRITION AND FOOD PRODUCTION BY WFC 
NATIONS. AS BACKGROUND FOR UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE WFC 4TH SESSION THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT 
WAS DEVELOPED BY AN INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP INCLUDING THE 
DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE, HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE, 
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STATE, AND THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN 
CONSULTATION WITH MY OFFICE AND THE OFFICE OF PETER BOURNE, 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR HEALTH ISSUES. 

WE ARE WILLING TO HAVE THIS STATEMENT DISTRIBUTED IN ANY 
APPROPRIATE MANNER IF YOU FEEL A STATEMENT OF THIS NATURE 
WOULD BE USEFUL TO DELEGATES AS BACKGROUND FOR DISCUSSION 
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OF THE AGENDA AT THE FORTHCOMING SESSION. 

2. (TITLE) ALLEVIATION OF HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION IN 
RELATION TO FOOD PRODUCTION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

3. ALLEVIATION OF HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION IS A PRIME 
OBJECTIVE OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THIS DOES 
NOT MEAN, HOWEVER, THAT THE TWO PROCESSES ARE EQUIVALENT. 

IT IS POSSIBLE TO IMPROVE NUTRITION MORE RAPIDLY THAN THE 
PACE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. MOREOVER. PAYING SPECIAL 
ATTENTION TO NUTRITION CAN ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT BY 
AVOIDING THE COSTS OF NUTRITIONALLY-RELATED DISEASE AND 
BY INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY. ACCORDINGLY, NUTRITIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT DESERVES TO BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY. 

4. IN PARTICULAR, MEASURES TO INCREASE FOOD AND AGRICUL- 
TURAL PRODUCTION ARE IMPORTANT TO ANY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY. DESIGNING SUCH MEASURES WITH NUTRITIONAL 
OBJECTIVES IN MIND WILL INFLUENCE THE KINDS OF CROPS GROWN 
AND THE METHODS USED TO GROW THEM. MOREOVER, INCREASED 
PRODUCTION BY ITSELF WILL NOT ALLEVIATE HUNGER UNLESS IT 

IS COORDINATED WITH MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF FOODS OF HIGH NUTRITIONAL QUALITY, INCREASE ACCESS TO 
SUCH FOODS BY THE POOR, CORRECT DEFICIENCIES OF ESSENTIAL 
NUTRIENTS. EDUCATE HOUSEHOLDS IN SANITARY AND NUTRITIONALLY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 128044 

SOUND FOOD PRACTICES AND REDUCE PARASITIC DISEASES. SUCH 
MEASURES NEED TO RECOGNIZE THE CENTRAL ROLE OF WOMEN IN 
FOOD PRODUCTION, MARKETING AND UTILIZATION. THEY WILL BE 
MOST SUCCESSFUL IF THEY INTRODUCE AS FEW MODIFICATION AS 
POSSIBLE IN FOOD HABITS, CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS. 

5. THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL CAN PLAY A KEY ROLE IN 
INCREASING INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF 
NUTRITION IN DEVELOPMENT, THEREBY STIMULATING ACTION BY 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE AGENCIES OF THE UN SYSTEM. 

SOME SITUATIONS MAY WARRANT SPECIFIC INTERVENTIONS 
CONCENTRATING ON PARTICULAR ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM. IN 
GENERAL, HOWEVER, EFFORTS TO ALLEVIATE HUNGER AND MALNUTRI- 
TION ARE LIKELY TO BE MOST SUCCESSFUL AND COST-EFFECTIVE 

IF CONSTITUTED AS COMPREHENSIVE STRATAGIES WHICH: 

INCLUDE AND GIVE HIGH PRIORITY TO NUTRITIONAL OBJECTIVES 
AMONG BROADER ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES; 

TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, DESIGN DEVELOPMENT POLICIES AND 
PROGRAMS TO PROTECT OR IMPROVE THE NUTRITIONAL STATUS 
OF THE POPULATION; 
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SELECT PROGRAMS AND PROGRAM APPROACHES IN LIGHT OF THE 
ENTIRE PRODUCTION-CONSUMPTION PROCESS. VANCE 
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